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magnolia
cherry

deodora pine

ginko
guava

jacaranda

sycamore
eucalyptus

oak

these are
my gods

and my heroes

the greatest miracles
next to birth

( and music )

trees give me
tenderness courage

(even mirth)

and just enough
deep wonder

to carry on

Joan Nicholson’s poems have appeared in Heresies: A Feminist Journal on Art and Politics, Tamarind,
Rivertalk, Dominion Review, Raise the Roof, and as two chapbooks. She studied the craft of poetry with
Robert Creeley, Toi Derricotte, David St. John and Frank X Walker. In April 2005, Joan created “Poems on
the Wall” at The Farmer and the Cook, honoring National Poetry Month, and featuring Ojai poets with
readings and an exhibition.

Joan’s first book of poems, My Coat Is a House, will be published in September by TreeHouse Press. She will
give a reading at Bart’s Books on Friday, Sept 14. Please call Bart’s Books for the time: (805) 646-3755.

GODS AND HEROES 
by Joan Nicholson

(Honoring a 300-year-old oak tree 
cut down at Bart’s Books, Ojai,—July 2007)
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