POLITICS, THE FARM BILL, AND ME.
AND YOU

BY JIM CHURCHILL

fyou care about something in this world, it is not possible to
avoid politics.

Politics is the struggle to control or influence the direction
of resources. It is our great good fortune to live where engaging
in politics doesn’t get us slaughtered or tossed in jail. Good for
us. We should take advantage of that.

The politics of food in this country center on the
(misnamed) Farm Bill. The Farm Bill, which ought to be called
the Food and Farm Bill, has been ignored for generations by
voters and legislators from urban states and states that don’t
grow many commodity crops (heavily subsidized staples such as
corn, wheat, cotton, rice, soybeans, sorghum, barley, oats, dairy
and sugar). It has been regarded as the turf of legislators from
“farm” states—and California, despite producing more agricul-
tural product than any other state, is not a “farm” state—and as
a bargaining chip for legislative horse-trading.

Yet the Farm Bill directly impacts or controls many things
that affect all of us. Here are just a few:

* obesity

* air quality

* food safety

* groundwater quality

* the increasing epidemic of diabetes

* knowing where your food comes from and what’s in it
* the survival of small towns across the United States

* the survival of small businesses across the United States
¢ illegal immigration from Mexico and Central America
* the dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico

* access to fresh produce

* produce from China

* school lunches

It is not an option to not have a policy. Policy is the sum of
everything we spend money on—regulating or not regulating,
labeling or not labeling, subsidizing or not subsidizing.
Whether these things derive from explicit public intentions or
not, they constitute our policy.
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Tomato Farm circa 1890 from the Jane Handel Collection; Photographer unknown












